I as
writgefeigﬂflettn come to the court hearing and to
X . 2rs to the Judge. People came to the
NEarlng from gichlgan. Massachusetts, New York and
W J&rsey.l Letters came to the judge throughout
the proceedings. The court file isg bulging with
dozens of letters from across the country. Heading
those letters did wonders for my morale! It is
impossible to say for certain how they affected
Judge Weinstein. I believe, however, that they
had a lot to do with his ultimate decision to

dismiss the case.

A small sampling of the letters are included here,

interspersed in chronological order. Letters
arrived regularly, reminding the Judge of my case.

I think that he did read them as the case
proceded. And, if he did read them, he could not

help but be affected by some of them.
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-:nmr 26, 1985

The Honoreble Jack Weinstain REt IRS vs. Lawrenco Bass

L - tt
U.5. Matriet Judpa (Baar 3,1,-"13: at ﬁ a
U, 5. Diotrict Court g 3 - Tk
225 Camden Flaze East
Ercoklyn, NY 11201

Dear Judge Yeinstain

I am writing an behalf of =y friend, Larry Bassett, who will ba apmear-
dng before you on Thursday, January 3, in response to & sucmons brought
by the Intwrnal Aevenue Service,

Larry's actions sten from dseply held convicticns that our governmant's
gwollen military budgat is not cnly excessive, but unjust and irmoral,
I smow it is impossible for him woluntarily to support U.S. military
mxnenditures with his taves, As & war tax pesister myself, I share
whola=heartadly in Larry's eoovletions, and aporeclats fully the bind
in which wa are placged:r we love ocur country, but cannot in good con=

selence support its military policies.

. bear in mind
I hopa that &8 hear this ease on Thursday, youz will
tha.t.?;nn-:r B-H.:!S;;:I; has acted openly and honestly, and for resasons of

conscience.
Sincerely yours,

Frances Sghuab


erica.weiland@gmail.com
Rectangle


January 38, 198%

The Homorable Jack Weinstein
United States District Judge
U. 5. Distriet Court
225 Cadman Plazs East
Brosklyn, M. ¥, 11201

Dear Judge Weinstein:

I am writing to express my support for the action Lawrence Bassett
has been taking &3 a peaceful war tax resiscer. He exemplifies the
position many concerned citlzens are now taking. Sioce our mational
priorities are beiog directed toward a massive effort te produce
weapons that threaten all life on earch, I embrace all who act dn
protest o thiz "madoess™. 1

Lawrence's actions since 1981 resulted from much reflection on
the issue peace and the consequences of our military spending.
Hi: dedication as a peace activist iz to be commended.

I respectfully reguest that wisdom and justice will be reflected
during the hearing oo Jaouaxy 3lst. \



erica.weiland@gmail.com
Rectangle
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BIEF 088081
January 28, 1985

Hon. Jack Weinstelin

United &3 District Cours
_ Cadman Plaza Eapt
Brooklyn, wr 11201

rar -?udﬂ ‘Weinstein

s e

P I oam & ﬂ:-hnd I-H.II ddmirer of Mr. Larry Basgett of Bast
: 'hhﬂﬂli MY, wh advized, iz to show cause before you on
hh{uha uhaula not 5.1.“ the Internal Revenue S Serviee cer-
drﬁnhn . I am alsc a mamber of the Bap tl.nq- 1961,

Mr. Bazsett ig @ ﬂﬂrutad. woerker for H“l ﬂlmumt and
.mﬁﬁ'ﬂlﬁnml friendship,

+ Irom what I have learned » takes
gﬂﬂuiﬂad position 't-hat hdurﬂ. income tlﬂi mm il'ill"i. e pa
ecause So large a proportion of the ealles of thoas

llﬂ'ld. for war preparations while the unfulfille:
I'ILI of our countrymen ?Tm-hm unl.mh 5Tl
throughout the woerld are hungiy -
E'i-fm -:n:ﬁ.inuu et Inexcusable levels.

Mr. Bassett's ition iz humane _-ng
‘sound, and I respectful ﬁa .fﬂ'-l el 'ﬂlﬁi ﬂ‘l-lr-. i
‘needed to see its justice a :gg ol
“gelebrates the Boston Tea Party, i : ‘#P_
- learn by a clear ;'I'.nuk the u.p.mn-




Hon. Jack Weinstain

United Ecates Discries Judge
United Gtates Districet Court
225 Camden Flaza Bast
Brooklym, Hew York 11201

January 29, 1048%

Tour Honor,

I am writing on behal? of M
- T. Larry Bassett, wha ha
appear bofors you at 11i00a.m, on January ]i_ At prriaced. to

Larry Bassett has a desply held, princi

any eiroumgtances, i& immersl, TE: ‘uﬂﬂtﬁfﬂn{ﬁrwuﬂm?h?
killing of others iz an enterprise which violates Larry's most fundamental
moral imporatives. As a necessary and inevitable consequence of such
principles Larry finds that he must refuss to pay taxes which will, ia
large measure, bo used for war and the preparation for war. lhi.t-i States
fodral incomes ta=es are such taxes, and serva such & Function.

Larry does not object to taxation par se, nor to our government's right

to imposa taxes on ics citizens for the purposg of supporting its functions,
whan such functions are other than lsmsral. As a conmeguence, LATTY taies
himself. Each year he calculates the ascunt of money ouf government
requires of him as income tax, and directly concributes this amount to
organizations directly mesting buman needs. In this way Larzy attespts

to discharge his obligation to Support our scciety in a manper that doss

¥

not violate his consclentlous balisfs. E

I would ask that you recognize. and give strong mﬁm“mrl
deeply held moral beliefs. A demand that Larry voluntarily amd willirgly
comply with the Internal Revenue Service's tax collection efforts 2 inaam,
of necessity, a desand that viclates his most fundamental mocal E .
The congequences of such a demand will be Larry's refusal, his moral
inability, to cooperate with such war tax efforts, and the coms
jecpardizing of his freedom. Incarceration in such
ne useful purpose. Larry will not be compalled to ass
views as war-preparation and war-making. ﬂl Will rema
compolled to adhere to his principles, for whatoves p
court requires. It is in your power to avoid such a 1
purposeless outcome to this conflice.

I thank you for your considaration in this macter. I
that you strongly consider the m"“ﬁﬁ?ﬁw ;
© disposicion of Larry's casd. FET

RN RSSSSSSTYY
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m‘ January 29, 1985
£ e Weingtein

United Stateg Diseriee
+ Cadmen Plagg S

lyn, RY 11201

writing in support of Lar

am
ry Bassett, whose case you will hear on
January 31ze, I am also & war Eax registe d
w‘:he Person standing befors you l:hi.: ghu::;:;-m“l JERE 8 saaLly

Lar like so many of us who feel that it is imsoral to i
3 _pa‘fr;r ni.litn:LaElnding, is risking his freadn-.md é:{a-ﬁn“
*curity for his belief that paying taxes that contribute ro war and
. the preparation for war does not build

4 mere peaceful, jusc world, I
10w that he accepts the possible muqumu’h his i:il-nn.

world continues to be threatened by the very possible use of
- _nuclear weapons. Many of us, as responaible citizens of this -nou;::%.
can no longer support the elected, supposedly reponsive, officials o
ﬁi country who continue I:udv-nti for, I.pp;‘nptlll'.-l _Eu::ll iﬂ:‘i:i‘dly
‘otherwise promote & continued arms race. ecause we are not fair ]
E r&sintaﬁ by our officials we feel we must use civil disobedience te
Eﬂg:nt this continued march towards the destruction of a world we
1d dear.

torical precedence, of which I feel certaln you are aware,
ar H:En:ii:gb:imt: Hﬁiﬂh is unjunt- While I understand your position

to rule accerding to the law, I urge you to consider mm’i’“g -II{J,
)

rry“s case. Without a moral basis cur law has no mean
emocratic sociecy.

thy Levine




Wlnive . Hull

30 Junuary 1585

Dear Larry,

I have just called Judge Weinstein's office
with the following measage which I asked to be
delivered to the Judge before tomorrow at 11:

I am calling to support the case of Larry
Bassett, due to appear before Judge Weinstein
tomorrow at 11 AM.

Mr. Bassett is cne of a minority of sane,
Very coocerned people who are putting their
career and living on the line in an effort to
save the world. This may sound theatrical, but
it is true,

I urge Judge Weinstein to think of his owm
family and the world before he condemns this
man before whom we should be bowing down as a
symbol of sanity and concern in & world which

seems to be golng mad,

Will you please see that Judge Weinstein
gets this message before 11 11;':!!)1'1‘:}11

The reply vas, "fes, maam, I will,"”

I hope that everything turns out well for
you.

Sincerely,


erica.weiland@gmail.com
Rectangle
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Pebruary 1L, 1985

The Honorable Jack Weinsteinm
United States District Judge
U. 5. District Court

225 Cadman FPlaza East
Brooklyn, H.¥. 11201

bear Judge Welnstedin:

I am writing in support of Mr. Larry Basselt who is befare your
court for refusing to pay Federal Income Taxes since 1580 in
protast to the escalating United States military budget.

As a former Assistant Attorney General of the State of Virginia,
and now a non-practicing member of the Bar, I am aware of the
legal requirements which you must address in your capacity as
& jurist, but I urge you to give svery considaration to this
fine young man who in obedience to his conscience is refusing
to support that which he knows in the eyes of his God is wrong.
The tragic thing about the whole military buildup is that it
is in fact wrong. In my opinion, it is contrary to the will
of God under any reasonable Christian interpretation and is
totally incompatable with the teachings of Jesus Christ. The
question is how do we as a nation bring this maddness to a
halt? How do we de-escalate the arms race? How do we stop
putting our faith and trust in the instruments of death but
rather put them in the God we profess? Larry has decided that
one way he can try to make a difference is to do what he is
::::3;“ in ﬁ: that the :uqi_n will find a way to respect his

i ersonhood consistent with ; % 1 11T
for the functioning of an m&bﬂg mh:;. A e R

With appreciation e D ST
hininioPreciation for the difficulties with which you must




I {,( FRIENDS GENERAL CONFE

RENCE of the Religious Society of Friends

g, 15208 Face Street
R el T — Philadislobis, PA 19102
et L T —— Canpral Inbsrmatian  T15-241-7270
Publcavieny  T15-241.727%

Tkraburihy B SAupnch, Clerk

Second Monch 5, 1383

Larry Bassect
30 Pine Gate
East Patchogue, NY 11772

Dear Larry:

Thanks for your letter of 1/23/85, bringing me up to date
on your experience as a war tax resister. I'm happy to read
that you have baen able to maincain this clear witness lu.i.mrl:
milicary taxes, although disappointed that the federal m:
has chosen to create this confrontation with you. T would l.ihg
to know more about what happened at the hearing om 1/31/85, and
vhat your immediare plans are as a result. I would be glad to
share this informarion with Friends who are tax ﬂlj.l'lih or -lhl
are sympathetic to the tax resistance positionm.

Ih-np:t-n‘l:al: from you soon. Inthnﬁlm:lﬂ. ?ﬂhr%#‘
pravers and best wishes for internal strength lﬂﬁuiq

that will enable you to maintain this :Lu: nimpn agal:

the seeds of war in our lives.




BOUGLAS £ Lgn N8 MARYWEOD Bene BOYAL i MICHIGAN 48047
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Fabruary 14, 1585

u. 5. Districe Judog Wainge
225 Cadman PFlazg ggut s
Brnnklrn, Hew York 11201

Re: Lawrenss Bagaote 1s31
Dear Judgs Huinuttin.

During world War IT, T was A ¥Yeungstar in the b.5, Infantry
A junier high schoal
making thg "bomb £a11 down the chart,” snto a Gurn:n ora

Today, along with many other Americans, we are profoundly
Ercubled to ses Where wo've comp 45 & natieon, Particolarcly
with nuclear Wedpona in aurp Arsonals, and thoge of thae
Soviety, Ehocked at Hitler'sy dalivery af millions &5 thae
OVans, we "Good Americans” have now Paid the taxes, dope

the research, deploved tha fuclear weapons, and raised and
krained our children to Push the button and literally send
the ovens to the victims, by the tens or hundreds of millione,
* « o likely with guicidal a8 woll ag genocidal CONESTUENCHE,

We salute and Support such Louragecus patriots as Larry
eir principled afforts to stand againgt the

tide, and help us understand the disastrous course Wi pursue,
before our time has run Guk.

The will of peopls the world over to raduce and abolish nuclear
woapons is claar through both opinicn Polls and the ballos
box. Heads of stata, including ocur ewn président, publicly
claim to seek the abolition af ali nuclear weapons, all the
while adding thousands Borae to the 50,000 er sa alresdy in
existence. The initiative oust begin somewhers. Where bettar

and

AB you waigh tha evidence and ramifications of ‘s

others' simjlar actions, we urge you to look inward, mﬂ.l::k
¥ou would have ruled ware ¥ou to have heard the tria

of dissenters in Hitler's Germany . . . and how you may one

day wish you had ruled in Azmerica,, today.

love,

With peace



Sag Francisco, CA 941377
9 June 1o98s

Judge Jack Waimatain

U.5. Diseriee Courg

225 Cadman Plaza Fase

Breoklyn, MY 11201

BE: TUSA ws BASSETT, CR=a4-4048

Honorable Judge Weingtein:

Although I am st the other end of tha continent, locking at the Pacific Ocsan
as I write this, I feel very close to the case bedng trisd in YOur courbroga,
USA wa BASSETT. I waited a loog time to write to you becauss T have baan
ulir;g EY enargy Lo get seteled aftor mors thao twe Yosrs of tveveliny, mostly
en foar.

In chat time, I've met and talked with thousands of erdinary people, thruouat
the United States and Japan. I hardly ever mast anyonae whe wants war and
Weapons, and yet our country and our world grow more deadly aach day. Mostly,
I find people are discouzaged and unhopaful amdfor crying te bury cheir com=
cerns in materisl comforts and sscurity. It's rare to maet a persca like
Larry Bassett — it's un bonor. I imagina thet Your focor has already recog-
nized Low special his case is. That as an individual he upholds his idaals,
bistorical idesals upom which our councry was founded and internaticosl ideals,
upon which our world depends io this age of shrinking space and acceloratipg

tima, j

Larry Dassett not only has deap convicticns, but ha's put his 1ifs behind thes,
often at consilderuble sacrifice. Tor me, Le is a wodel of what an American
citizean should ba, I hope cthat Your Homor will hesr his case fully, not sazely
with the ides of wpholding tha law, bot with msking the lawv live and chazge.
Feople dedicated to noo-viclent sociasl change ars clossly followiog this cass.
Larry Baséett is willing to take a risk to caka & positive chacge in lawe
regarding the funding of war and preparation for wer, against all moral impar-
atives. I hope that Your Hooer is willing to risk as much in tha comsidara=

tion of this casa.

Thank you for your tima and attenticn to my remarke. If you have any quasticos
pleass feel free to contact me at the address given in the heading.

e e

bara Hirshkowlts

ce: Natfonal War Tax Rasistance Coordinating Committes



