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A ention for him actions Ao a Wir

;af.:c‘ﬁ—q.tu“phﬂ“ WAL tax resiater in the

] :t-’ 1970, But it was not until 12E0 that T

. W courage to resist the foderal ineome
*e8 that I owed. I wvas able b0 overcoss thae

fapr fust am I was eventually able to overcosg

the fears of jall in 1965: with the help of sany

Supportoers.

It is important for =& to say that I do not ol ject
to Income taxation, In fact, I BUDPOZE & steoply
graduated income tax. My problem ariges wikh my

Gwargness of what such B large part of our fodorsl
taxes goes to: the military. My work in the

human serviece field during the 19%0's gave =g
Ample @vidence that we have pany needs to be =ok in
this country. The commitzent of so0 such of our
resources to increasing militarization iz killing
pecple each day, even if the bombs never are used,

Would I do it again? Yes, I think 6. I learnsd
a lot in 1985. I received a lot of suppart o
help me through a sometimes tense period of time.
I felt that I wvas acting for =any people and felt

the strength of thelr support,

-Larry Bassett
May 1986
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Juay Weinstein
Uniteod Seates District B RS THEA
U.f. pimtrict Coust

Eastern District of Hew Yeork

3% Camden Flara East
Brooklyn, HY 113291

dansaey 223, 19HS

Ror Civil Action Me. CW-Bd-g40uh
WeSole wo. Laweehos M. BoBBGEE

Dear Judge Welnstein:

I have received your order to Show Chupe Ehat orders e to appe
i pear
before you on Tharsday, ArEary . B Bt LLplhld deme 1 am planning

Lo be there.
I 4 & war tax resister. Whon I filed By federal incose tax return
for 1980, I refused to PaY the incoms tax that I owed. I explaines in
4 letter that I sent to my congressional representatives as well as
the IRS. "I am roefusing ea Pay the tax that I cwy bocavse mopt of the

money would be used vo support a military build up that I fasl
threatens the life of each perscn on bhis planer.” I am noe SppEeeing

tagacionr I have paid the self-esploymont Cax ©0o Support the Secisl
Security system. I have snolosed. a copy of ehe letter that I oene
with my tax reeors in 1900,
I Rave not benefited financially from my war ta¥ resistance., I hawe
redireceed all of my reslsted war taxes to groups working for peacas,
Justice and to organizaticns moeting DAsic human needs. I have shared
this inforsation with the IRS and other public officiais.

¥ pay my Federal income tax soney

Sirce I have refused to voluntaril
because more of my taxes would go to support militarism than every-

thing else combined, I will not cooperate by giving inforration that
will allow forcible collection.

1 ask you to support my protest against the unreasonabla level of
ilitariss that our government Bogks. 1 hope that you will ace im
goza way to reinforce L_'I:|_nt. MG B AGE -

Poriod

Larry Bassett
30 Pine Gata :
E. Fatchogue, WY 11772
il 15. 1981 letter to IRS and Congreaspecple
Attachmantas A;.FI' s o Llsra At Work"

Copy: Robin Greenwald, Assistant U.5. Attorney




April 15, 13981

fFenasor Noyndihan
Senator D'Amato

Represantaclive Carney

U.5. Congrass

Vashingean, #C

ax deduction® on mv 1980 foderal incone
ending Eo the INS tcday. I am refusing
to pay the tax that I owe bocause most of the money would be
used to support a military build up that T fgal threatens the
life of wach person on this planec.

ve that spending 52% of the federal income tax dallars
for war is a violation of the trust I have placed in A cepre=
fentative government. I cannot holieve that wou in congseas
can support an increased military hudget when: there are =o
many bombs already. Lo you realize that increased military
spending will not make this country rore secure? That it
creates more inflation® Cosks ur jobs? T have enclased .
leaflet that was passed out at the InS affice in Smithtown on
April lith. T wonder how it =an make sense ta devote 86 many
of our recources (money and reaple) to ereate and maintain a
military syatem Chat destrova us wherher it is used o nok.

I did not allow my 1980 tax Foney to be used Ea may for war,
Inatead I used my tax songy ta help a nurher of individuals
and organizations in an odfere ta makoe a hebter world and co
meet human needs, HY Eascs asounted Lo appeoximately 5800,

I do not ohjoct to taxation of incose, and T would not abjact
to paying my fair share of taxca for nooivive, 1ife anhancing
government programs. Dut Iowill pot npay aomeone to k111 in

my name or to make weagons whosw sole purpose is to threaten

lifa.
I am sending & copy of this letter te the Ins along with my
Many others are taking actions similar to

incomo tax return.
mine. Wo are accing with a conviction that something must be
done to change the policies and priorities that yeu routinely
support with your votes in congress. We are weting in a way
that we think has the best ch fce to be heard. I act with

faar and pride.

%W

10 tioodruff Street
Bellport, HY 1¥T¥Ef

i a= glaiming a “war &
Cax return that I am 3

I belia




Your Income T 1
The Uni DﬁllmS Al “Vgl?l?

ted States Federal Budget for Fiscal Year 1985

o e
_‘; 3

439 Current Military
3294 Dillign
My puy S67
Retired pay 35
Uprrribon and Musnorsdaon 577
Procerement 378 ekl
Resrarch & dovelgmon: L3
Rustlear wtupons (Do) 57
Vet retpnc il
asanLance 47
Coasl Tiuard 53

A | miy pormon ol S £1
CHBe bom. CLk, 5%,
FEMA, emp) B3

2009/, Past Military

137 Blifon
Velrzins temetiis $35

10% General
Government

Human Resources v
m Hurman Resourcos
5140 Billion
[Edetation
. empliymet, s5cial frmices.
These HBudget Mgures were derived from The Bodget of dhe Lnited Statss heakl, In0ome seCuriLy, poicral
VETT) - riﬂﬁgﬁnrmﬂmﬁhmm. 1284]. The percentages were pearpon fntal Easlance|
alculaded after 1 Fisnds (e.g.. Social Security) were removed in arder
.0 give a more accurabe representation of what [xpavers pay (or den't payl 'l irneghe e
for when they file their Income tax returns. Trust Funds are raised separately 571 Billion
and spent caly lor programs for which they Wwere specilically ralsed. The (sternational. science. KASA
pEaCIc ol comidning "Trust Punds™ and “Federal Funds™ (coeating the so- mm“mm~ Emm
peadled Unified Budged”), whith began in the 19603, makes ke Buman needs {2
part of the Budget 2eem Larger and Lhe milMary porcion smaller
- Hn:}mll:m;y" 5:s-=ndlr;g adds Logether money allocated bor the Depart- —
_ emte plus the “defense poribon Irom other paris of the Baedget, 32 Pand
e 1 dicaled In the fgunes above, Speading on auchesr weapins (withoul their 'I E"’“':. m

: S¥stems) amoenls 10 aboe 1% of tbe Budeel. Including delivery

e, U “muclear” portion increases to aboot 10% of the Budget

™ Pt mililary™ i represented by veterans’ bepefits plus B0% of the

fnterest an the natlonal debe. ibere kad been a0 mililary Spendisg. most (I

- Jl] of the nalbonal dedd would have been eliminated. Anabvsls differ g
mhuch of the debi i military-created, Extimates rangs from 50°% 10 1000

feel that 80% may cven be conservadive.

We have used “Dutlays,” rather thas “Budget Astbority.” figares because

e wanded to reflect what 1 1o be spent for FY 1983 aloae

War Resisters League
138 Lafnyetie Sireel, New York, ¥ M2
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sanuary 3, 1985
Doar pr Lende,
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I have baen o
el il s x S,
1980 ¥ ¥ Felusing to pay :
88 & direcet action F‘t'l-\.il:q'_-i.tj -:-} ;‘.EﬂI:::;?_:L:LLm taxen since
I |

Dudcet , - T 2
3 During those years I nhave redirectod _}_11_;::;';:. Hitacy
= d war

La o £+ | ;! El e 3 =B
{.Uu‘ WERL -] i Py oy L+ at [
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The IRS ha Leen & T O 1 % Fi Ta & an has
aF 1 L' : wEWAlg S0k ldct g L= i L1 o
&3 i) v T.].I.-Ir_ - LVl IRfSrmat i - i £ L}
- L= Elian to E‘Ilrl TN sda r.Gli-ltll':r colluce

I have ’EL :
Pﬂﬂﬂrnluﬁgtuiizfr%n co APpear before Judge Jack Weinstein at the
give the IRS the fnforme i TCCKLYR to show cause why I should not
why T am not L_* _-l_nn:nrlr.u.tmt_- khey ate demsnding. I will explain
HE e e ‘:‘EJ-!.::I’.J.FIH- _.r. is likely, however, that thae Judgae
continne to refass e IRS finsncial inforsatitn. IE 1

g GrunsE, the Ccourt may find me in contempt and jail

I aEk that you do something to show v
. () ¥ your suppact for By posiviom
;:lrn:::g:a: resister. I hope that you can d8 one of the

** Comg to the hearing Thursday, January JIlst ac Il
f-M. in Brooklyn

** Write a letter of support bo Juodge Weinstein

=% Telaphone a message of supporE Lo Judge Weinsteln

*v chare this informaticn with friends wheo #.,i_g-_'l-.t b

able to offer support

Jack Weinstelin
United States District Judgs
U.5. Disteict Court

225 Camden Flaza East
Brocklyn, NY 11201

Telephone: 718/330-7569

Directione: From Long Island: LIRR to Flatbush; Subway = M train = to
Borough Hall/Court Strest. :
From gnw York: 7th Ave. or Lexington Ave. train to Borough HallfCourt

traat
ﬁ.S. Diatrict Court is on Camden Plaza East at Tillary and Court Stroetl

I would sincerely appreciate whatever support you <afl provide.

r

y Peace,

. Larcy Ba _Ett-

i0 Fine &
':f Patchogue, NY 11772
’. 516=654~8227



U.5. Department of Jusize

@

Ulnited Stares Attorney
Eazrern Dierricr of New York

R[.]]:H[.-G:rnﬂ} Fadreal Beilding
F.# 225 Cofosun Pt Earé

Eroakhm, fiw York 11300
January Z%, 1985

Honorable Jack B, Weinstein

United Statee Chief District Judge
United State Disrrict Court

Room 651

225 Cadman Plaza East

Brooklyn, MNew York 11201

Re: United States of Rmerica v. Bassett,
Civil Actiom Mo. CV-84-4998 (EDNY)

Dear Judge Weinstein:

Thiz letter responds to Mr. Bassett's written
respongée to the Petition to Enforce Intermal Revenue Service
Summons of the United States in tha above-refersnced action.
Mr. Bassett cbjects to the use of revenues cbtained through
federal taxation for military purposes and thus refuses to
comply with the Internal Rewvenus Service Summons. Mr.

Bassett's objection is without merit.

Federal courts unifermly have rejacted taxpayers'
objection to the payment of federal income taxes or portions
thereof because such money is used by the Government for
military purposes. Randall, II v. Commissioner of Intermal

Devenue Service, 733 F. Cir. B4); Graves v.
Commissioner of Internal Ravenue, 579 F.2d 392 (6 ir.
r GAET. denied, e, G946 (1979); Lull v. Commis-

gicnar of Internal Revenge, 602 F.2d 1166 T Ya
cert. denied, AT 4 [1580); Firat v. Commissioner

af Intarnal venue, 547 F.24 45 (7 i I ] tenreith
denied, 397

v. cullen, 4 F. 586 (9th Cir. 1963), <ert.

U.5. 1036 {1970); Br:fnhinahi v, Regan, 55§£§.5upp. 1516

(W.D. La. 1984); Un & v. Haworth, 386 F.Supp. 1099

{S.D.H+fa 1911}' E L] 1 Va i ‘55 UrSr Eizr
monstrate, Mr.

260 (l982). As the above-ci cages
Bassett's refusal to comply with the Internal Rawnﬁ Ser=-

vice Summons because “more of [his] taxes would go
gupport militarism than anything else combined" 1s not a

.-d‘
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Larry Dassett
U.5. District Court

Brooklym, < NY
January 31, 1985

1 am a war tax resiscer. I am hers today af a4 result of Exy

unwillingness to cooperats with a government that askes me to

contribute to the destruction of the earth. Even Lf the bonbs for

which I refuse to pay are never used, they cause death overy day as

wore and more of the resources of thig SOMntry are devoted to war

father than to meet basic human needs. I 4o not object o incomo

taxes, bubt I will not pay gcseone to Kill in By [l Of to make

weapons whose sole purpose i8 to threaten 1ife.

I feel the stréngth of a growing number of war tax resisters and

SUpporters. I act with the conviction that I must take sowe direct,

Perscnal actione to change the policies and pricoities of the

governzent of the United States. I act with an avareness of the

consequences: the Courts have found little justice for war tax

resisters. But I do what I think is right.

I ask you to consider the moral ilg,i;.-:,tn‘u than the legal one.

I have stated my insbility to pay my taxes to kill. I will not give

informatien to the Internal Revenue Service that could allow u.-;u ta
forcibly ecellect the tu'n t]:l-!._‘ll I hm ntuug to H.'I"* & :-g:l. t‘gg&
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Tax Resister Faces Jail

by Danlsl H, .ﬁ."
Essl FatcBogue's
Larry Dasssti ooubd
Ehe flrid Amerd:

BN Gt |89 Lo b fall-
od for redusdog o dls-
Eloas prrgial flnsieisl
Inf@fmatiaos or pay
federul ipeomn Lax in
Protast of military

Eperding by e goven:
ment,

Eathy Levine, a staff-
pernan for the NWallcoa)
War Tax Wesistance Co-
erdisatisg Commiltes
MWTRCC], sald Bassact
o] Deccone The sl
PEfRon wimde New Loos
dea, Codns, prinser Nen

Haworth g0 serve Eme

for the charges.

Appraring belore L5,
Elstrict Judge Jack
Welnsiein in Brooklyn,
H.¥.. on Jamuary 31,
Dassett asked thai
morad rather than begal
Issues e conslderad

"1 el ikl LS. mili-
tary apending prioriles
dfe morally wrong.'
Bansene sald, “Cwis s
hussan pervite spending
o lusd a mmasslve mils
tary bulld-=p have
credled Bumam #uffes
ing and a world that s
militasiend 10 & poiat of
potiential sci  desiruc-

vhsfl. | cmnmsl suppor
ihoss prioritios wich my
LaX snoney,'"

Juidge Weinatein sahd
he had oo chdes but (e
act on Jegal sues, haws
Ever. The jwigs ordered
Basssin o comply with

&0 Inleidal Hevenue Sad-
¥iee sudsscos 1o pre
Vide indormeibed abow
PrEfioal finances.
Contacied by Peany-
Barr Fewd  afper e
Dl pasiEm, Basnatr
i Ber doen md ininnd
o comply withk ihe
ardar, which wowld

SL.000 he bas refused i
pay;
UThere b o disturkisg
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monry st for i -
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Basscit wadd. 5o 0 gave

Breuips  ased | chanilable;
organizations instead of
Lbe ovramimesl.

Tha BE vy ear:old
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SSarch 1, 1955
DE&r Frignds,

8Te still sending EToup of folke! The leccers that

n &re fancascic, At Ehe hearing

BEge.
Ares rage ConEs ACTCEE clen lﬂ'l:ithi.l‘l.s Lo control rh
£l the
By effort of wvar rax FuST oL nnic fﬂ those Ietters. Thank you for suppertimg

Evencs L .
o ::::fnq;ichlg. from January 21st (when I wag firae served with motice
Facelved o £/ Lo Janvary 3ler  the hearing date. 1 bope most of you
4 :'::-:.r? 2% fhe hearing. (Write me for one if not.)  How s
St orderce to Looperate wieh e trloiiots beinatein ockcated e
‘8pite of oy moral position. o CUiiection of my resisted var taxes

Assistanc 1.3, Attorney Robin Greenwald sailed me . a copy of the

Bed order that I "com Iy with the IES suszcon
pro | $ within rwent £
-{;:P:‘Eﬂil:ll' of thia -Ell:"i:'\-l‘."l.'.E 1 sust be personally given a eopy Eiﬁ:ﬁi g:d-nr
I % the IRS or a federal marsbal for the 20 days to bagin buc &0 far thar

as not happened. If I do not com 1y by the ond of tge 20 da

:_;ge_n_u.ld be another hearing co :Ictﬂ":gne if I should be held&i'.n i:q':.t::-:uat

court. It is contempt of court that could result in jail. I am not

Jlanning te cocperate with the collection process. As I said to che judge:
I will not give information to the IRS that could allow thes to forcibly
ollect the taxes that I have refused to piay. 1 feel thae U.5. eilitary

ﬁﬁ:zding prioricies are morally wrong., Cuts in human service spending to
~chat

a cassive military bulild-up have created husman suffering and a world
is militarized to & point of potential self destruction. 1 cannot
Support those pricrities wicth =y tax coney."

re has been sope publicicty in the local newspapers and in PEACE EOVEBORL

licaticns in the area and region (and beyond, apparently, piven where
os¢ of you live). We are locking inte the benefits ro the peace / war tax
“ﬂiﬂtlﬂtt sovesent of raiging o legal defense. I have been talking with

‘everal lavyers fanilisr with war tex resistance issues about possible
' legal argusents. The good reputation of Judge Weinstein gives scme

ouragesent of a failr hearing of the legal and soral issues. A decision

ther to go ahead with a IEEEI defense will depend, 1 hope, on a judgeent

E such a defense will benuiit the war tax resistance sovesment “t:‘“

han just se personally. 1 am prepared to accept the consequences of my

1=g- A 1EE-I -ﬂtftn};n will rzqu re Eope tddﬁimtl time and expense. 1

A Id like po assure that the tioe and soney are boch svailable and well
gpent. A strength of civil discbedience is its moral roots and a

ﬁllin;m&u to suffer the consequences. I1f a legal defense is to be
.ﬂ'ﬂartlken, 1 do not want to loose sight of the moral lasue.

A
I



What do I expeck in the ceming weeks?! The court order will be servud on '
phe day soon. A gecision will be rcade abeut s lepal defense. If chere is

s lepal defense, ootions eey Lo filed with the fecersl distriect court which
may celay tho next hearing to allew preéparation cime. The length of the

deloy eay depend on the scope of the legal ilssues Eo be ralsed. 1f no

tepal defense, then the IKS er the court may scheduld ancther hearing sites
the 20 days co detereine if T as in contespt of court. What would cnntu:q::"
af court eean? 1 understand that the judges covld put e io & federal jal
until I cemply with the court erder or untll the Judku detersines that

keeping =¢ ?n jail iz fucrile. There is no saxicee Cice longth.

what cap you &o? This iz what you have all becn llkiﬂﬁa Keep thinking of
pe. Do whet you can te vork aghainst the eilitery btuild-up. Coutloue to

ask people to write to Judge Welostedn (Civll accion Ho. CW=B5-09%4, USA .
v, Lawrence Bassett) sinee he and I will uwondeubtedly oeet again. Write

Your conpresspecple boo. (I have written cine.) If you have thoughbs

about & legal defense or other ways to help ey situsticp work for pesace,
shate them with me in & letter. I1i you feel scrongly about a legsl defensc
and are willing to pledge some fipanclal support for that effore, should i °
paterialize, let =¢ know the a=ount you unufc like o pledpe. l
Through most of this 1 have been feeling good emoticnally and physically.

I feel ready to i,-:} to jail if chet is wvhat 1§ required of =y action. This

is & very busy tize of year in the war tax resistance orpanizipng thac 1 ac I
dolng, #0 from that Ec—int of view the tleing of thig is not particularly
geod. 1 was plenty busy without this coming wp vight now! But 1 feel
pood.

I will try to keep you up to date about what is happening., It i possible
that things will go slowlv. 1 would not have puegsed that & month would go
by without gectiog the court order. 1 guess Judgoe Welosteln knew what he '
wag talking abtout when he sugyested that I “let the wheels of justice grind
#lewly." But 1 am socerimes lmpacient for change.

Your support, in all ehe ways you have offered it in chese past weeks, has l
eade this effort possible for we. 1 could not have done all this alone.
ihank you all so ouch. I

Larry Bassett .

0 Pine Cate
Eagt Parchogue, WY 11772

Pesce and lewve,

An additicnal note about war tax
resistance: Most of
tecfoea s Srechuet USSR EORLIL ISt b it P ke
y coalition for which
e it vat cas 58 10U xho sl chiokiny aboutbetcaing war Cax resiutery
Teach & s{tustion as & oop :“ AE £ 8 most unlikely thet you will gye I
er whe 5

xent it to be possible. Jall or even Eﬁurtrgai:iért;tﬁ‘:iuh yogess you

tualstance. ™1 :
talk to you .bq:: :h‘;.:,r tax resistance counselor near you ‘.ﬂf:i; ht“g::; Eg)‘

e I



March 20, 1985

“Mr. Larry Bassatt
30 Fine Gate
E. Patchogue, Mew York 11772

H-Mrl-lr Bassett;
Thank you lettor of March

. for your
I appreciate your keeping th-:mu't informed w
respect to the status c-f ha mattar.

eec: Robin Greenwald, Esq. AL Dol 5
Assistant mm States Mm . »
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" For Tmmed late Relosse
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 March 28, 1985

Eﬁr More Informacion:
ik thy Levine or Larry Bassett 516-654-8227

r

WAR TAX RESISTER TO ASSERT LEGAL HIGHTS OF COMSCIENCE IN COURT

“This April 15ch Larry Bassett will ba o
: enl
132:{::i:ﬂc:::3=ﬂxaa for the fifch yuertn ;:::EE:i:Er::nsl:hzia
@ race. PBassett, age 38 of East Par
; IIfhl;t cgﬂ-in thlas course of nonviolent, eivil uiiﬁﬁﬁﬁfanﬁf'aiziﬂi
s autha strong senze of personal responsibility to do what T can :;
: ptgsln :“::::Er;;e. The bombs Heduga tullding today are killing
ey AT@ Oever
¥ (Ehat should be uana Eo maat hn::: huEE:”::.EEf* o ot

AB A rosult of his war tax resistance, Bassett is bed
i by the U.5. government in Federal DL:Erict Coure in I:Eu E:::tﬁgfd
At an initial hearing on Januery 3lst before U.5. District Court

Chief Justice Jack Weinstein, the Internal Revenue Serviee tried ko
p force Bassett to provide information that would enable thes to
: forcibly collect the more than 51000 in federal income taxes he has
consclentiously refused to pay. Bassett refused to provide that
informacion in spite of threats of jaill for conte=mpt of court.

In a statement to the court, Bassert said, "I ask you to conmslder the
moral Lssue racher than the legal one. I have stated inability to
pay my taxes cto kill. I will not give information Eo the Interna
. Revenue Service that could allow them to foreibly colleece the taxes
that I have refused to pay. I feel that U.5. military spending
| prioricies are mnrnII{ wrong. Cuts in human service spending to fund
: a massive military bulld-up have created human suffering and & world
- that f{s militarized to & point of potentisl self destruction. I
cannot support those priorities with my tax money."

Bassett has appealed to his U.S5. Senators Patriek Moynihan and Alfonse
D'Amato and Representative William Carney for thelr assistance. He
has asked them to help him as he iz forced to choose between following

his conscience and going to jall.

L 3

Encouraged by friends and supporters in the war tax resiatance
movement, Bassett has alse decided to make legal arguments to the
Court regarding his rights to maintain his consclentiocus posicion of
war tax resistance. Supported by a legal team that includes Mitchell
Gictin (Bremtwood, NY), Cora Glasser (Centereach, NY), Peter
Goldberger {Los Angeles, CA), Harry Kresky (New York, NY), Vicki
Metcalf (Colorade Springs, ©O), and .141{ Rosner (Philadelphia, PA),
Bassett is expecting to establish his legal right to maintaln his
moral positien based on First and Fifch Amendsent rights as well as

Internaticnal Law.
A legal defenge fund has been established to assist with the expensecs

of this case. Donatlons are being sent to Bassett Defense Fund, clo
Kathy Levine, P.0. Box 2236, East Patchogue, NY 11772
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