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Washingion — The U. §. tax
court says you have to pay in-
come taxes even LU you are a
pacifist. )
The court has ordered Abra.-.
ham J. Muste of New York, ors
daiped -Presbyterian minister
and member of the Soclety of
Friends, or Quakers, to pay up-
41,165 in back taxes and $407 in
penalties for the years 1048
through 1952,

Muste coptended that the First
Amendment protected his relig.
fous beliefs—inclu opposl-

Gelul:ms or Puddlﬁﬁs

Ynur Choiu

tion to war—and that he there-
A s o e R

ay far atomie
bombs! armiss ;ng other wars’
making potentiak
e
"Congress no law
respecting an establishment of
religion, or mh.lhltl.ng the lrea
EIE-'I!I'J.I-I t-h!m«l T |

GEoOUP umt:um

From 1040 to 3, when hg
retired, Muste was executive sec-
retary of II.lm Fellowship of Re-
conciliation,’ a Euup opposed
to pmldpﬂiun or prepara-
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“I am-impelled to take thil
course—by my Christlan convic-

“|tlons, by consclence, and by my
love of country. ., .
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“I would . , . have to reject
War as a meanu even if the end
 |seemed saner and worthler than
that with which the world is to-
day confronted. I am unable tu .
regard participation in war . . |
as compatible with the teachin
and spirit of Christ, to who

.« 1 owe an. allegiance priui'
t?a tmy ‘allegiance to any .
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His earnings over the flve-year'
perlod totaled $18,543,
The tax court ruled that thers -
115 no eontradietion of the First
Amendment in Muste's case. -
Jt quoted from a BSuprems
Court decision that szid, in part:
"“The power to tax ls thu ons
p great power upon which ths
whole national fabric is based.
« . It is not only ths power to

;le:t.ww. but it is also the power.
to keep alive, . . ."

The court noled, also, that
conselentious objectors are ex-
empt from military service be-
cause of an act of Congress, not -
én constitutional grounds,
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In his brlef, Musts also con-
tended that he could not be
compelled to pay war-purpose '}
; {taxes “by virtue of the Nurem-
berg principles of International
law” which, he sald, would make
* |him —as an individual — Liable

-|for a violation of international
i |1aw,
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