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HOW U.S. TAXES WERE 
SPENT DURING WORLD WAR I

U.S. FEDERAL EXPENDITURES 1919 FISCAL YEAR

$11 BILLION
• War Dept. $9,002 million
• Navy Dept. $2,002 million

$7 BILLION
• Indians $35 million
• Postal $1 million
• Civil & Misc. $6,628 million
(may include some military)

$9 BILLION
• Veterans $222 million
• Interest on debt $619 million
• Debt retirement (mostly Civil War) 
$8,015 million

total  outlays: $26 billion

TOTAL MILITARY: 75% AND $20 BILLION

Feb. 2015

SOURCE: Historical Statistics of 
the United States: 1789-1945, ta-
ble Series P 99-108, p. 299 (U.S. 
Bureau of the Census, 1949)

Size of FY1919 expenditures (above) is 
34 times that of FY1915 ($0.8 billion):


